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Novgorod, who came from the south-west in search of furs,
fish, and salt. In the fifteenth century traders from the
Moscow State blazed a trail from the south to the northa
towards Archangel, later to become the trade route along
which flax, timber, and furs were exported during the six-
teenth century to England. Where the Moscow route crossed
the west-east Novgorod route the town of Vologda sprang up.
Still later Leningrad superseded Archangel as the chief port
of the north; Archangel declined, and became a poor, remote
town which has revived only recently.
The Komi to-day number only 8 per cent, and the Nentsi
i per cent, of the population of the northern region. The
remainder is Russian.
Natural Divisions
The North-eastern Tundra %one. This area possesses the
coldest and driest climate of the entire region. Agriculture
in the normal sense is impossible. The native Nentsi are
nomadic tent dwellers. They hunt wild deer on the western
slopes of the Urals, but depend mainly upon their own semi-
domesticated reindeer herds for transport, clothing, and food,
and the skin for their tents. During the summer they migrate
towards the coast in order to pasture their herds on the grass,
small plants, bushes, and lichens of the Tundra, and to escape
the mosquitoes, which are a menace to animals and man in
the warmer south. During the winter they move into the
borders of the coniferous forest zone, where they are sheltered
from the winds, and where they supplement their income by
hunting. The establishment of collective 'reindeer farms'
and schools and medical stations has improved the life of
these people enormously.
Fishing is an important occupation during the summer, and
a considerable industry has developed with Naryan Mar, at
the mouth of the Pechora, as its centre. This town is also a
timber-exporting port, with saw-mills and an electric-power
station, Coal as well as timber is shipped downstream to the
town from the Pechora basin, and coal is sent to bases which
supply the icebreakers on the northern sea-route.